Ways to think about money.
Healthy People 2010, the nation's objectives for achieving a higher level of health, includes Goal 23-16: Increase the proportion of federal, tribal, state, and local public health agencies that gather accurate data on public health expenditures, categorized by essential public health service. Taking time to understand the complexities of accounting for public health expenditures, as well as the reasons for doing so, is an essential precursor to taking the needed steps to include economic information in public health policy making and public health systems research.